AVENAL PLANNING COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING
AVENAL THEATER: 233 E. KINGS STREET
Monday, February 4, 2019
6:00 P.M.
<><><><><><><><><><>
MINUTES

1. CALL TO ORDER:
Vice-Chair Solorio opened the regular Planning Commission Meeting at 6:03 p.m.
Commissioners Present:

Solorio, Elliott, Larios

Commissioners Absent:

Tillotson, Vacant
Chavez, López, Taylor, Santillan

Staff Present:

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: December 3, 2018
i.

6:03 p.m.

January 7, 2019, Minutes motion to approve by Commissioner Elliott, second by Commissioner
Larios. Motion carried 3-0, one absent.

3. PUBLIC COMMENT/ ANNOUNCEMENTS/ UNSCHEDULED APPEARANCES: 6:05 p.m.
A. None
4. PUBLIC HEARING

6:05 p.m.

A. None

5. NEW BUSINESS:

6:06 p.m.

A. Discuss Trailer / Truck / RV Parking on City Streets
i.

Discussion
a. Director Santillan delivered Staff Report
1) Director Santillan invited Code Enforcement officers, Lupe Chavez, and
Cheryl Taylor, to discuss their experience and perspective on the item.
2) Issue broken into two topics, personal/recreational and commercial.
3) Looking for guidance from the Commission for drafting changes Staff can
work on and later take to the City Council. This is an open-ended discussion.
4) Director Santillan explained the troubles Code Enforcement has with
residents who park their trailers on the street, citing an abuse of a 48-hour
rule.
b. Officer Taylor explained in her 12 years of experience, remembers an ordinance
regarding the parking of trailers. Typically, trailers were only allowed for the
duration of a home project and nothing else.
1) Feels that some of the issues could be better handled by Police Department.
2) Explained the 72-hour rule police could use, where a vehicle can be tagged
and if not moved in 72 hours, can be ticketed or towed.
3) Citations by Code Enforcement for private tickets are not substantial enough
to change behaviors.

ii.

4) Zoning Code had a 48-hour rule, which requires trailer be moved, but does
not specify where or any limitations. Currently violators just move their
trailers to other streets.
c. Commissioner Elliott presented a list of locations she’s identified with trailers that
have not been moved.
1) Would like to know what is keeping City from enforcing those trailers to
move or be removed. Especially those with materials on them.
2) Worries that the problem will continue growing.
i. Code Enforcement responded that the issue that most owners will
simply move the trailer around. No real code to stop such action.
ii. Director Santillan suggest a 48 hour per month rule.
iii. Police Department could help with some of the traffic violations
such as absence or license plates. Public street violations are a Police
issue. Code Enforcement focuses on private property violations.
iv. Officer Chavez explained that issues can be tricky between Code
Enforcement and Police Department in terms of jurisdiction.
Explained that in other cities, neighbors police themselves.
v. Director Santillan explained a possible solution is more signage to
reinforce ban of vehicles.
d. Director Santillan brought up Municipal Code 4-4.720 regarding proper signage to
prohibit trailers longer than 20 feet.
1) Previous work from City Staff focused on tagging trailers if they did not
move for over 48 hours. But no changes came to fruition.
e. Commissioner Larios expressed interested in having the Police Department involved
with this conversation.
f. Director Santillan asked the entire Commission what they would like to see happen.
1) Commissioner Elliott wants to see Police Department get involved, and
better enforcement with the rules as it is, allowing trailers to only be parked
for 48-hours.
2) Director Santillan explained that Staff would be meeting to discuss the topic
further, and then meet with legal counsel to explore actionable options the
City can take.
Action
a. None

6. OLD BUSINESS:

6:39 p.m.

A. None
7. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE COMMENTS
A. Economic /Community Development Activity Update
i.
ii.

8. COMMENTS
A. None

6:40 p.m.

Happy to report that the City will receive Alternative Transportation Program (ATP) funds
from the state to improve Skyline/SR 269.
Commissioner Elliott asked about any plans for additional Pocket Parks.
a. Director Santillan explained that staff is looking at the pursuing funds.

6:49 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 6:50 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Fernando Santillan, Secretary

